
Mitsubishi Evolution X RS 
“The Mitsubishi requires a different technique,
but it rewards at the same high level as 
the BMW...”  Roger Green, EVO magazine, 
February issue, 2011 

here were only ever 422 right-hand-

drive E46 M3 CSLs in the UK, which 

is a shame because on the road it is 

without doubt one of the very best 

of the breed, right up there with the 

various iterations of the original, iconic E30 

M3. As a trackday machine, however, the CSL 

is arguably peerless, for despite the E30’s 

exceptional fl uidity and feel, its four-pot motor 

is, well, a bit sluggish on a circuit by today’s 

standards. Yet while the 2003 CSL is hardly 

current either, it can keep a 2010 M3 GTS 

honest – the newer car is only two seconds 

quicker around the Nordschleife.

Don’t expect to pick up a CSL at a bargain 

price, though. You’ll need around £27,000 for 

a tidy one today, which is about what it costs 

to buy a brand new Mitsubishi Evo X RS. The 

RS is a true homologation special – the interior 

trim is cheap, there’s no air-

con and the central diff is a 

straightforward mechanical 

unit – and on the road it 

changes direction with the 

kind of aggressive apex 

hunger that’s been missing 

for a while now in the 

Evo range. Best of all, the 

offi cial UK supplier of the RS, the JRM Group, 

now offers the car with 360bhp (up from 276), 

and that gives it a power-to-weight ratio that’s 

almost identical to the CSL’s (258bhp/ton 

versus 260). There’s no doubt about it, this is 

a pair of road racers from the top drawer. Yet 

until now neither has been put through its 

paces at Bedford.

First up is the CSL, and it doesn’t take long 

to understand the huge following this car has. 

The howl from its straight-six would have 

you believe you’re in a junior supercar. It’s a 

soundtrack that reaches a menacing, yowling 

crescendo in the upper reaches of the rev band, 

and you’ll need to be wringing it there too, as it 

only truly gets going above 5000rpm. Low-

down torque isn’t the CSL’s forte, though that 

wouldn’t matter on track if the gear ratios were 

short enough to keep it right in the hot zone. 

Unfortunately it doesn’t quite manage this and 
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They’re both hardcore road racers, but while they share similar power-to-weight ratios, their 

approaches are very diff erent. Roger Green discovers which is faste
r round the West Circuit

MITSUBISHI EVO X RS V         BMW M3 CSL

MITSUBISHI EVO X RS 360

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998cc, turbo

 Power 360bhp @ 6800rpm

Torque 362lb ft @ 4350rpm 

Weight 1420kg

0-60mph 5.0sec (est) 

Top speed 155mph (claimed)

Price £27,500

BMW M3 CSL

Engine In-line 6-cyl, 3246cc

Power 355bhp @ 7900rpm

Torque 273lb ft @ 4900rpm 

Weight 1385kg

0-60mph 5.3sec 

Top speed 155mph (limited)

Price £58,455 (2003) evo.co.uk 151

you feel time seep away on each upshift.

Speaking of gearboxes, the SMG system fi tted 

to the CSL was a breakthrough in its day, but 

things have moved on remarkably quickly in 

this department and now it feels overly harsh, 

thumping each new cog home. And, of course, 

it isn’t as quick as a twin-clutch system either. 

The chassis is se
nsational, though. There’s zero 

slack when it comes to cornering:: turn the 

wheel and the CSL instantly alters course – no 

roll, no fuss. The front tyres just tack towards 

the apex, and the balance is simply gorgeous.

The Evo X has a lot to live up to and the fi rst 

couple of corners come as quite a shock. In 

the CSL you’re locked in the embrace of fi rm, 

Alcantara-covered seats, but in the Evo you’re 

quite literally in the cheap seats, perched on 

soft, basic cushions that offer no support at all. 

TRACK BATTLE||| 

Lap time EVO X RS: 1.26.1     Lap time BMW M3 CSL: 1.27.8 
Bedford Autodrome 1.8 mile west circuit



Call Tessa Cope, Car Sales Manager, on 01327 307150 or direct on +44 (0)7590 929840
or email tcope@jrm-group.com. Demonstrator available. Finance and warranty on 
application and subject to T&Cs.  Full workshop facilities available.  www.jrm-group.com

NEW Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X RS cars available from stock. A great road car, or basis
for a Trackday car, Race car, and of course Rally car. For just £28,000 you can buy a brand-
new, on-the-road, Evo X RS, with a rolling-road verified 360 BHP and 360 ft/lbs of torque and
fitted with a bolt in rear cage, (specially designed by JRM to allow full rear seat access).
Within that price you also get free servicing for a year AND we can run your car in for you on
our SuperFlow rolling road, prior to taking delivery. (Also giving you a print out confirming
horsepower).  All buyers will also get a special discount for tuning parts for their new car via
sister company, Sumo Power (www.sumopower.com). 

ONLY FROM JRM
£28,000 OTR
And with FREE 
servicing for a year!

On the road, it’s the RS that wins
out. Its even better to drive than the
ultimate FQ. Its the best EVO you
can buy and one of the cheapest. 
A bargain. Ben barry, CAR Magazine,
November issue, 2010

“It’s the best Evo I’ve driven in
many, many years...” Chris Harris,
EVO magazine, June issue, 2010

“The best Group N Rally car I have
ever driven” Gwyndaf Evans, Bulldog
Rally, 2010

Trackday car, Race car, 
Rally car, Drivers car...


